
2023 Spring Old Crown Tap Newsletter 

 This is the first edition of the newly “ENTERGIZED” Three Rivers Chapter newsletter. We are 
looking for a new name for our newsletter, if you have any suggestions let me know your 
thoughts. The Old Crown Tap name we used in the past may now infringe on Summit City 
Brewwerks usage of the Old Crown Logo. It has been suggested that we use the old design and 
change the name to Old Tap, BrewsNews, Tavern Talk or?…  If you have any beer worthy news 
or event info send it to me, editor: Jeff Johnson (until someone else wants the job) and you can 
contact me at jeff@johnsonGraphix.com or you can text me at 260-564-4085 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter Back Issues: by Jeff Johnson 

 I’m in the progress of scanning past newsletters, show fliers, and membership lists from 
Leroy’s collection. Over the next 6 months they will be 
added to our website. To follow my progress, go to 
FortWayneBeer.com, on the top bar click on 
NEWSLETTER, then use the members only password 
morebeer. You never know what you will find. In a 1991 
newsletter I found an article about new members, and 
there it was, my son 11-year-old Nick Johnson joined 
the chapter. Today he still helps with the heavy lifting 
on our web site. 
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Mike Newton in Memory of Leroy Art 

 LeRoy Art of Fort Wayne, IN, passed away unexpectedly on 
December 19, 2022, he was 89 years old. He is survived by his 
daughter Chris, his son Joe, two brothers and two sisters, and 
many grandchildren and great-grandchildren. LeRoy is also 
survived by hundreds of friends that he acquired during his 
fi�y-plus years as a breweriana collector. LeRoy started 
collec�ng beer cans in the early 1970’s. He was a founding 
member of the Three Rivers Chapter of the BCCA in 1974 and 
has been a BCCA member since 1975. Over the years with the 
Three Rivers Chapter, LeRoy held every office, including serving 
as the Chapter President for many years. As founding members of the chapter had passed away or just 
moved on, LeRoy was the glue that held the chapter together through many lean years. He was ac�vely 
involved in Three Rivers Chapter show coordina�on since the 1970’s. He was also ac�vely involved in 
bringing a na�onal-level collectors show to Fort Wayne in 1976, affiliated with the now-defunct WWBCC 
(World Wide Beer Can Collectors Club). LeRoy was very successful at show coordina�on because he took 
it extremely seriously. The “Drill Sargent” approach he took to show prepara�on and setup was very 
evident, as everything had to be perfect. Once the setup was complete to his standards, the good ol’ 
LeRoy would return, and he would enjoy his favorite beverage with the guys. He had what it took to 

bring a group of guys together and pull off a successful show. LeRoy 
breathed new life into the Three Rivers Chapter when he began a 
push in 2010 to bring a na�onal CANven�on to Fort Wayne. This 
was his dream, and through his hard work, dedica�on, and undying 
passion for the hobby, LeRoy saw his dream become a reality in 
2013 when Fort Wayne became host city for the BCCA CANven�on 
43. With his leadership and mentoring of the newer members, the 
Three Rivers Chapter began to grow again and is now stronger than 
ever. He was also instrumental in ge�ng the Three Rivers Chapter a 
NABA affilia�on several years ago. If something had anything to do 
with beer or breweriana collec�ng in the Fort Wayne area since the 
1970’s, LeRoy Art was involved with it in some capacity. A�er 2013, 
LeRoy passed the 
torch of Three 

Rivers Chapter leadership on to Doug Farmer of Fort 
Wayne but remained ac�ve as the Chapter’s Vice 
President and “Mentor in Chief” un�l his passing. LeRoy 
also 20 Foam Maters • Jan/Mar • 2023 traveled yearly 
to countless shows throughout the Midwest and 
na�onal CANven�ons all over the country. He 
specialized in cans and breweriana from Anheuser 
Busch, but his collec�on included cans and pieces from 
all over. Due to his vast knowledge base, collectors 



regularly used LeRoy as the go-to guy for answers to beer 
can-related ques�ons, and due to his many hundreds of 
friends in the hobby, if LeRoy did not know the answer to a 
par�cular ques�on, he could refer you to someone who 
did. LeRoy touched many lives in the breweriana collec�ng 
hobby and will be sorely missed. Another legend has 
passed. Leroy was a Michigan Chapter member and was a 
regular par�cipant in our chapter shows. His passing will 
leave a hole in our chapter as well as the others he was 
part of. We will all raise a glass of ice-cold Budweiser in his 
name next �me we meet. Thank you to Mike Newton for 
this wonderful recollec�on of Leroy’s life in the beer can 
and breweriana collec�ng hobby. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1978 Chapter Can: by Jeff Johnson 

 I bought this 1978 paper label chapter can out of Leroy‘s collection, not much value maybe five 
dollars, but a lot of sentimental value once you read the names of people that signed it. I barely 
remember the Hoosier Hospitality Show let alone signing a can for Leroy, but I do remember 
that the local Falstaff Brewery was a major sponsor for our show. At the time Fort Wayne 
Falstaff was one of only two breweries active in the state of Indiana. Hard to believe now with 
today’s craft brewery popularity. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

BIG! BIG! thanks to Don Cuney for 
se�ng up this year’s BCCA Brewery 
Industry Partner Memberships with Dot 
& Line Brewery and Fortlandia Brewery. 
Look for his ar�cles in upcoming issues 
of the Beer Cans & Brewery Collec�bles 
magazine. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                 

 

 

 

Fort Wayne Summit city Brewerks is now available  

in 12-ounce cans…yay more cans to collect. Check-out  

your favorite Old Crown Ale in the 12 ounce can. 

 

 

        APRIL FOOLS!!!  



 

 



 Many Thanks to Clayton Emery for permission to re-print his “Other Chapters Mater” ar�cle 
that appeared in the Michigan Chapter Newsleter “Foam Maters” 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 I would like to thank all our Chapter members and sponsors for their help with our  2023 Fort 
Wayne Brewery Collec�bles Show:  Photo credits to Larry Stevens. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 



 The Leroy Art Memorial Fort Wayne Vintage Adver�sement 
& Brewery Collec�bles Show. Save the date, Nov. 4th 2023 for 
the 49th Annual BUY-SELL-TRADE Show at the Classic Café, 
4832 Hillegas Rd. Fort Wayne, IN. 80+ dealers. This year’s local 
guest brewery is Dot & Line. They will be slinging beers from 
10-1pm on Saturday. Our LARGE RAFFLE starts at 1:00pm. 

 PARKING FREE / ADMISSION FREE / COFFEE & DONUTS FREE 
Day of show space is available or if you would like to reserve 
an 8’ table, $15, contact Don Cuney phone-260-229-1556 Also 
visit, www.FortWayneBEER.com  

-Set-up and early trading starts Friday from 2-6 PM, Chapter Members mee�ng/social ou�ng Friday 
night 7-9, loca�on to be determined. -Saturday show starts at 9am-2pm 
Sponsored by members of the Three Rivers Chapter of the BCCA & NABA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



TRC Merchandise 
 Your favorite Three Rivers Chapter Member T-Shirts, mugs and posters are now 
available to purchase. Support your local chapter, contact Jeff Johnson for single 

and bulk purchases. All proceeds benefit 
the Three Rivers Chapter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2023 Beer Things to Do Calendar 
  
May 20, 2023 Patrick Henry Breweriana Show, Patrick Henry Chapter 
 Faternal Order of Eagles, Schoolcraft, MI 
 Rik Dellinger at 269-366-8828 or rtdfunk@yahoo.com 
 
June 10, 2023 Brewery Advertising and Beer Can Show, Stroh's Fire 
 Brewed Chapter Knights of Columbus, Wyandotte, MI 
 Rich Daniels at 734-285-1530 or rdaniels1340@wowway.com 
 
July 7, 2023 Ohio Mini-Canvention, Miami Valley Chapter 
 Greene County Expo Center, Xenia, OH 
         Rich Ordeman at 937-558-6993 or rdordeman@gmail.com 
 
July 21-22, 2023 Summerswap, Michigan and Rusty Bunch Chapters 
 Frankenmuth American Legion, 990 Flint St., Frankenmuth, MI 
 Clayton Emery at 231-920-6013 or claytonemery32806@aol.com 
 
August 1-5, 2023 NABA Convention 52, Schaumburg, IL 
 Hyatt Regency Schaumburg 
 www.nababrew.com for reservation link & Convention info 
 
Aug. 31-Sept. 2, 2023 CANvention 52, Louisville KY 
 The Galt House Hotel, www.BCCA.com for details and room link 
 For any questions please email them to canvention@bcca.com 
 
November 4th Leroy Art Memorial Show / Fort Wayne Brewery   
  Collectibles Show at the Classic Café, 4832 Hillegas Rd. Fort  
  Wayne, In. Friday Nov. 3rd early set-up from 2-6pm Chapter  
  party 7-9pm. Show starts Saturday Nov. 4th at 8am with a BIG  
  raffle at 1pm. Reserve Your table now by contacting Don Cuney 
   at 260-229-1556 or at Fort WayneBEER.com 
 
Please Contact show organizer for up-to-date show information 
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